Funeral Procedures

Excerpted from Nagshbandi Awrad of Mawlana Shaykh Muhammad Nazim Adil al-Haqqani
Compiled by Shaykh Muhammad Hisham Kabbani
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Truly thou wilt die (one day), and truly they (too) will die (one day). az-Zumar [39:30]
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Say: "The Death from which ye flee will truly overtake you: then will ye be sent back to the Knower of
things secret and open: and He will tell you (the truth of) the things that ye did!" al-Jumti‘ah [62:8]
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Every soul shall have a taste of death: And only on the Day of Judgment shall you be paid your full
recompense. Only he who is saved far from the Fire and admitted to the Garden will have attained the
object (of Life): For the life of this world is but goods and chattels of deceptlon Ali-Tmran [3 185]
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Every soul shall have a taste of death: and We test you by evil and by good by way of trial. to Us must
ye return. al-Anbiya [21:35]
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Every soul shall have a taste of death in the end to Us shall ye be brought back. al-‘Ankabtt [29:57]
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"Wherever ye are, death will find you out, even if ye are in towers built up strong and high!" an-Nisa
[4:78]
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Of no effect is the repentance of those who continue to do evil, until death faces one of them, and he says,

"Now have I repented indeed;" nor of those who die rejecting Faith: for them have We prepared a
punishment most grievous. an-Nisa [4:18]
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Approach of Death

When a Muslim is approaching death, it is Sunnah to instruct him or her to repeat the phrase of Oneness
la ilaha illa-Allah Muhammadun Rasiilulldh, as the Prophet instructed, “Put on the tongue of your dying
ones I ildha illa-Allah.” This is known as talgin.

It is Sunnah to direct the dying one’s face towards the giblah.
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Itis Sunnah to recite Stirah Yasin because the Prophet said, “Yasin is the heart of the Qur’an: if someone
reads it seeking Allah and the hereafter, Allah will forgive him his sins.”

And the Prophet said, “Read Yasin over your dead/dying ones.”

It is preferred to bury the deceased within 24 hours, observing all guidelines of Islamic law (see Reliance
of the Traveller, translated by Shaykh Nuh Ha Mim Keller, for full details). A summary from this books is
presented here.

Washing the Dead

WHO SHOULD WASH THE BODY

Male: his Muslim male relatives beginning with father; father's father; son; son's son; brother; father's
brother; son of the father's brother; other males related to the deceased through father or son; any men
related to the deceased; men not related to the deceased; the deceased’s wife and finally his
unmarriageable female relatives (mahram).

Female: her female relatives such as her daughter or mother; other women; her husband; and then a
member of her unmarriageable male relatives (mahram).

It is recommended that the washer be trustworthy.

HOW TO WASH THE BODY

It is obligatory for the washer to keep the nakedness of the deceased covered while washing,

It is Sunnah that no one be present except the washer and an assistant.

It is preferable that the body be washed while clothed in an ankle-length shirt into which the washer
inserts his hand from the sleeve or a tear in the seam, pouring water over the garment and washing the
body under it. It is obligatory that the body be covered from naval to knees.

It is best to wash the body under a roof, and that cold water be used, except when necessary (or to heat
it, such as to clean away filth that could not otherwise be removed, or when the weather is cold, since the
deceased suffers from it just as a living person would).

It is unlawful to look at the nakedness of the deceased or touch it, except with a cloth or other material.
It is recommended not to look at or directly touch the other parts of the body save with a cloth.

It is recommended to:

1-  force out waste from the stomach;

2- clean the private parts of filth;

3- give the body ablution (wudi) like the ablution of a living person, turning the head when
rinsing the mouth and nostrils so that no water reaches the stomach;

4 make the intention of performing the purificatory bath (ghusl), and then to wash the head,
beard, and body each three times with water infused with sidr (lote) tree leaves, taking care
each time to press the hand on the stomach in a downward stroke, leaning on it to force its
contents out, but gently. The hair and beard should be gently combed with a wide-toothed
comb so as not to pull any out. Any hair which comes out should be placed in the shroud.

Itis Sunnah:

1-  that the place of washing be on an incline so the head is highest and the water flows down
away from it;

2-  that incense be burned in a burner;

3- toputone's right hand on the shoulder of the deceased with the thumb on the nape of the neck
so that the head does not loll, and brace the back up against one's right knee;

4 to have the helper pour abundant water during the process to obviate offensive odors from
waste leaving the body;

5 tostroke the stomach firmly and effectively with one's left hand;

6- and when finished, to lay the deceased down again on his back with the feet towards the
direction of prayer (qiblah).
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If the body is not clean after three times, wash it an additional odd number of washings. It is Sunnah to
add alittle camphor to the water.

The obligatory minimum for this purificatory bath (ghusl) is that water reach all external parts of the
body and it is obligatory to remove any filth (najasa), if present. The body should be dried with a cloth
afterwards.

If anything leaves the body after washing, only the affected area need be washed.

SHROUDING THE BODY

Male: recommended he be wrapped in three washed (not new) white shrouds, without an ankle-length
shirt or turban, each shroud covering the whole body (unless the deceased was in a state of ihram, in
which case the head of the male or face of the female must be left uncovered).

Female: recommended she be dressed in a wraparound, headcover, and a shift, and that she be wrapped
in two shrouds like those used for men in being white and washed, each of which covers her entire body.

The obligatory minimum for shrouding a man or woman is to completely cover their nakedness. For a
man it is obligatory to cover the navel, the knees, and what lies between them, and for a woman, her
entire body.

It is recommended:

1-  toscent the shrouds with incense from aloes;

2-  tosprinkle them with hunut (an aromatic compound of camphor, reed perfume, and red and
white sandalwood) and camphor;

3-  toplace cotton and hunut on the seven apertures of the head and on the eight places that touch
the ground in prostration;

4 and it is commendable to perfume the entire body.

If a person dies while in a state of ihram, the conditions of ihram remain on the body (no sewed cloth for
men, no perfume).

The Funeral Prayer

The communal obligation is fulfilled if a single mature Muslim male prays over the deceased, but it is
recommended to pray it in a group.

WHO SHOULD LEAD THE FUNERAL PRAYER

The person best suited to lead the funeral prayer as imam is the one who is best suited to wash the
deceased from the males of the family and is given preference in leading the prayer even over the
mosque’s imam.

PLACING THE BODY FOR THE FUNERAL PRAYER

In the funeral prayer itself, the enshrouded deceased is placed on a bier in front of the imam lying on the
right side facing the direction of prayer (qiblah). It is recommended that the imam stand by the head of
the deceased, if male, and by the posterior, if female.

Salatu-l-Janazah

Funeral Prayer
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Therefore, take heed, O you who can see. Surely we belong to God and to Him we return. This
is the funeral prayer for the deceased who have parted to the mercy of God from the nation of
Muhammad #.

AT-TAKBIRATU "L-ULA (FIRST TAKBIR) DRl
Allaht akbar.
God is Greatest!

Sl

Subhanaka Allahumma wa bi hamdika, wa J’-}A/‘A’- J\*; § u,\iiﬂ\ﬁ)\v ‘/A dadusy r@\@\a‘;
tabaraka ismuka wa ta‘ala jadduka, wa jalla ’ ' ’ 79 ..
thana’uka, wa la ilaha ghayruka. (In Shafi1 Fe A Yy Skl

madhab: Recite al-Fatihah)

Glory and praise be to You, O my God. Great is Your Praise, and there is not god but You. (In
the Shafi‘t Madhhab: Recite al-Fatihah).

AT-TAKBIRATU 'TH-THANIYA (SECOND sl s,«;ﬁ\
TAKBIR)

Allahi akbar. Al
God is Greatest!

Allahumma salli ‘ala Muhammadin wa ‘ala ali sl Lo 8 _M,j. JT BZE -N’; > J"’ r@“
Muhammadin, kama sallayta ‘ala Ibrahima wa

‘ala ali Ibrahima innaka hamidun majidun. B J )\. r@\\ SSAWARE TN 2l J\ Sy (,.‘.a\)f\
Allahumma barik ‘ala Muhammadin wa ‘ala ali

Muhammadin, kama barakta ‘ala Ibrahim wa J g (wr\)f\ u\;;{)\; L{,\a.;:- N s .)v:o

‘ala ali Ibrahima, innaka hamidun majidun.
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O God! Exalt Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, as You have exalted Abraham and
the family of Abraham. Truly, You are the Praised, the Glorious. O God! Bless Muhammad
and the family of Muhammad, as You have blessed Abraham and the family of Abraham.
Truly, You are the Praised, the Glorious.

AT-TAKBIRATU TH-THALITHA (THIRD EWin 3,'}::<3\
TAKBIR)

Allahii akbar. Al
God is Greatest!
Allahumma ’ghfir li hayyina wa mayyitina wa \v\{; Ve \;j\b 5 sl \Mﬁ . \w’é },_,\ r@\
shahidina wa gha’ibina wa saghirina wa ’
kabirina wa  dhakarina wa unthana. o ryuy\ u\'° wb L e i u‘ (’w \.L.\) ; ﬁ
Allahumma man ahyaytahtt minna fa ahyihi
‘ala al-Islam wa man tawaffaytahti minna fa Yrj}&\ ‘,jfws J(.Q Ju-\ N\i\ Q\N\u\&uy \,,4’ ity
tawaffahti ‘ala al-iman. Allahumma ’ghfir
lahum wa ‘rhamhum. Allahumma la tahrimna é.m \:./«u Y, rftf-\ Lo fu

ajrahum wa la taftina b‘adahum.

O God! Forgive our living and our dead, our present and our absent ones, our young and our
old, our male and our female. O God! To those of us whom You have granted life, make them
live according to the religion of Islam, and whosoever You cause to die, cause to die in faith.
O God! Forgive them and have mercy on them. O God! Do not deny us their reward (and) do
not lead us astray after them (i.e. after their death).
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After the third takbir one supplicates for the deceased. In addition to the standard supplication
mentioned

Allahuma hadha ‘abduka wa 'bnu ‘abdika, kharaja Gy Gl i e :Y.w s ;3”“
min rawhi ‘d-dunya wa sa‘atiha, wa mahbiibuhu e € A C e
wa ahibba’uhu fiha ila zulmati 'l-qabri wa ma hitwa P go\.&? Gy A «AL Vo 26t 202
lagih. Kana yashadu an la ilaha illa Anta wahdaka 1a N B el by ARG ARl Loy
sharika laka wa anna sayyidina muhammadan bt b Q\) N2 Y ooy <IY4Y (;\
‘abduka wa rastiluka wa Anta A‘alamu bihi minna. o o )
Allahuma innahu nazala bika wa Anta khayru Cily b B4 ;@u ‘L« N (’_;;\ Cily s S
manzilin bihi wa asbaha faqiran ila rahmatika wa K o,
Anta ghaniyyun ‘an ‘adhabihi wa gad jinaka up:;& Cily L) Ul s ey )y -
raghibina ‘ilayka shufa‘aun lahu. Allahuma in kana L ; PGS
muhsinan fa zid fi ihsanihi. Wa in kana musiyyan 5800l & His O Gy I 3y sl
fatajawaz ‘anhu wa laqqihi bi-rahmatika ridaka wa . L . N N’
qihi fitnata ‘I-qabri wa ‘adhabahu wa afsah lahu fi Ay & glals Ll 58 oly ko) (3 530 bl
qabrihi. Wa jaft ‘l-arda ‘an janbayih wa laqqahi bi- A B ¢ e
rahmatika al-amna min ‘adhabika hata tab‘athhu oy 34 t"‘) @lisy dlds 43y Ao, t’/\;?' B
aminan ila jannatika bi-rahmatika ya Arhama 'r- €& .- Q¥ .. . :
Rahimin, e g GV G2y s caor g 2 Y1 Sy
i Loty S W

O Allah, this is Your slave, and son of Your slave. He has left the zephyr of this world and its
spaciousness, in which were the things and people he loved, for the darkness of the grave and that which
he will meet. He testified that there is no god but You alone without a partner, and that Muhammad is
Your slave and messenger. You know him better than we. O Allah, he has gone to remain with You, and
You are the best to remain with. He is now in need of Your mercy, and You have no need to torment
him. We come to You in desire for You, interceding for him. O Allah, if he did well, treat him the better,
and if he did wrong, disregard it and through Your mercy show him Your good pleasure and protect
him from the trial and torment of the grave. Make his grave spacious for him and distance the earth from
his sides, and through Your mercy protect him from Your torment until You raise him and send him

safely to Your paradise, O Most Merciful of the Merciful.

If it is the funeral of a child, one may add to this:

Allahuma aja‘alhu faratan li abawayhi wa salafan e PO

: LGty daoy 153y Wy cagY L dosr) o)
wa dhukhran wa ‘izatan wa i‘tibaran wa shafiyy‘an DiF ety Ly My Gl B R (’3‘
thagil bihi azinahuma afrigha "s-sab: " T S G
YZE qul?abﬂﬁm;n D Al log o o reall il clagiolye 4 S clady

O Allah, send him ahead to smoothe the way for his parents, and make him a reason for reward, a
treasure, admonition, reflection, and intercessor. Make the scales of their good deeds heavy through him,
and fill their hearts with patience.

s e -
AT-TAKBIRATU 'R-RABI‘A (FOURTH w3 SN
TAKBIR) /
Allaha akbar. Sl
God is Greatest! . — PRI -
1 by W 5ty o s Yy 321 22 Y ol
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(To the right) as-salamu ‘alaykum wa L2 oy )
rahmatullah jUé\ Aa> )9 ‘~<’~\=~ el gl
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Peace be upon you and the mercy of God.

(To the left) as-salamu ‘alaykum wa A‘M;;;_’)} S éy\:_)\ Sy
rahmatullah .

Peace be upon you and the mercy of God.

DU‘A (SUPPLICATION) A
Allahumma ’ghfir li ahya’ina wa ‘rham s Lt (bl Lhy ;‘,_3\) \A\“;y 3“"('3“‘
mawtana washf‘i mardana bi hurmati ‘1-Fatiha. .
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O God! Forgive the living and have mercy on our dead, and cure our sick, by the sanctity of
al-Fatiha.

When the imam finishes with Salams, a latecomer goes on to complete the remaining number of times
of saying takbir and the other spoken elements, and then finishes with his own Salams.

LATECOMERS
It is recommended that the body not be lifted until the latecomers finish their prayer. Someone who has
missed praying a funeral prayer until after the deceased has been buried may pray it at the grave.

Burial should proceed immediately after the funeral prayers and not be delayed, except for the
responsible family member.

Funeral Procession

It is Sunnah to follow the bier and scholars recommend reciting the tahlil (1a ilaha illa-Allah) in a loud
voice in unison.

It is best if the bier is carried by its poles sometimes by four men and sometimes by five, the fifth being
between the two forward poles and they walk faster than usual but they should not trot

The Grave

The grave should be the height of an average man with his arm fully extended upward.

The grave is dug so the deceased will lie with his/her face to giblah when placed on his/her right side,
which is obligatory.

It is preferred to shape the grave not as a straight trench, but with a parallel lateral hollow large enough
for the body to fit (lahd).

Itis disliked to bury the deceased in a coffin, unless the earth is soft or moist.

Burial

Men should bury the dead, whether male, or female, in which case the most suited is the husband, if able
and then those listed in the funeral prayer preference.

It is preferable to conceal the grave with a cloth while placing the body in it. The head of the deceased is
placed at the foot of the grave and the body is slid from the bier headfirst until the feet come to rest at the
foot of the grave.

Itis recommended for the person burying the deceased, who is standing in the grave receiving the body
to say:

Bismillah wa ‘ala millati rastlillah.

A A e bl s

In the name of Allah and according to the religion of the Messenger of Allah.

He also should supplicate on behalf of the deceased. He should place a block as a pillow for the deceased
and pull back the shroud enough for the deceased’s cheek to rest on the block.
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If the grave is of lahd shape, then the lateral hollow containing the body is walled with blocks. If a trench
is used, block walls are raised along the sides and after the deceased is interred, a ceiling is built with
blocks.

The person at the graveside then sprinkles three scoops of earth into the grave saying according to the
Sunnah:

1. Minha khalagnakum e s
e a1

2. wa ftha nu¢idukum ({ =

3. wa minha nukhrijukum taratan ukhra. (g{m: 2

P ° s
SHE S5 3

With the first scoop: “Of it we created you all,” with the second: “to it we shall make ye return,” and with
the third: “and from it we shall bring ye forth again.” (20:55)

The grave is then filled in after which one stays for some time to:
e instruct the deceased on the answers he/she will need to give the questioning angels, Munkir
and Nakir as to his Lord, his religion and his Prophet;
e supplicate for him;
e askforgiveness for him;
e recite a portion of Qur’an gifting its reward to the deceased.

Finishing the Grave

One should raise the surface of the grave one span above the ground. It is recommended to sprinkle
water on the grave and to put pebbles on it.
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